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The interview was long and unpleasant. Again this even-
ing he has called at my house to repeat the same plea.

The President, I find, is by no means pleased with the steps
that have been taken in regard to Fox's going to Russia.
He thinks that injustice is designed towards me by Seward,
certain Radicals, and by Fox himself. His surmises are
probably correct, except as regards Fox, who does not wish
to do me wrong, though, perhaps, not sumciently^consider-
ate in his efforts for this mission; and on other occasions
the same fault may appear.

May 22, Tuesday. Little of interest transpired to-day
in Cabinet. Wrote Lee repeating the order to Mare Island.
But for a word from the President he would have been
court-martialed. He presumes greatly on his connection
with the Blairs and would himself monopolize all that is
due them; is full of low intrigue, is selfish and is avaricious,
regardless of what belongs to others.

May 23, Wednesday. Fox called on me last evening
and unexpectedly bade me farewell. Said he would not
trust himself to call at the Department to-day. He was
very much affected, said words were wanting to express his
high respect and admiration for me and the qualities which
I possessed for the position which I filled. Spoke of over
five years'intercourse, during which there had not been one
unpleasant word, nor, as he was aware, an unpleasant
thought between us. I have not time now to speak of F.
and his qualities, but shall do so. He has been useful to
the country and to me, relieving me of many labors and
defending me, I believe, always. His manner and ways
have sometimes given offense to others, but he is patriotic
and true.

The President and his Cabinet were serenaded this even-
ing. I am opposed to these methods of calling out public
men; have respectfully suggested to both Presidents Lin-
coln and Johnson that it was not advisable to address gath-